The Medical Students Yade Mecum.
THE METROPOLITAN MEDICAL SCHOOLS.
Some Results of a Personal Inquiry.
The first requisite for the training of a doctor is sufficient opportunity for the study of disease; and where should these opportunities be more abundant than in London, the largest city in the world ? It may be that the system of isolated hospitals, despite its many advantages, is not the beat from the educational point of view; and it is no doubt true that more might be made of the unrivalled opportunities for clinical study which London offers ; but when all has been said, the place of London in the world of medicine is one of the highest, as undoubtedly London is the chief centre of medical education in this country. It has here to be acknowledged that without exception information was most courteously granted, and that, whether the object in view has or has not been attained, the expedition was a very pleasant one. Keeping in view the case of the anxious and perplexed parent in the country our representative made special inquiries as to the manner of life of the medical student, and as to the system of discipline that obtains. Under these heads the replies elicited were very satisfactory. There is firm and yet kindly treatment throughout. Not only the intellectual but the moral well-being of the student is the subject of care.
There are medical schools of which it has been said that the authorities seemed to have discharged their responsibility towards the student when they had taken his fees. There is not one of the There are, moreover, numerous hospitals and asylums which wisely make available the opportunities they afford for the study of special forms of diseases. There are post-graduate lectures and demonstrations, and there are courses of instruction for the specialist.
These, however, concern those who are sufficiently advanced to profit by them; and it is not from the point of view of the senior student or the graduate, but from that of the beginner, that "MedicaJEducation in London" has been dealt with here.
